
Primary Music Curriculum Map 

 
Overview 
Students will learn about the musical knowledge in the sequence of the curriculum map through active engagement in music. Students will engage 
with music through listening, movement, performing and composing.  

 

             AUTUMN 1 
 

AUTUMN 2 
 

SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
 

EYFS 

Listening 
topics 

      

Pitch and 
singing 

Sing simple songs  Sing simple songs  Sing simple songs  Sing simple songs  Sing simple songs  
Make conscious an 

understanding of high 
and low 

Sing simple songs  
Make conscious an 

understanding of high 
and low 

Rhythm and 
Metre 

Experience pulse 
through movement 

Experience pulse 
through movement 

Experience pulse 
through movement 

Experience pulse 
through movement 

Experience pulse 
through movement 

Experience pulse 
through movement 

Musical 
Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo –  fast and slow  

Technique Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression 

Resources Baby shark 
This is the way 
Mirlitons dance 
A minor-Echo-Don’t 
worry, be happy 

Itsy bitsy spider 
Five currant buns 
Shakedown warmup 

Five little ducks 
Five little speckled 
frogs 

Sweet beets  
The noisy monster 
Wake up shake up 

George and the 
orchestra 
Bluey’s music 

 

YEAR ONE 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qOKFFFf9nmjAZke8GtBvhnXiVukc-V9K/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG_S1HGKlTBzdYyCK5C3cOPz0jAKybNm/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBDODIWeKbE&t=5s&pp=ygUUbWlybGl0b25zIG51dGNyYWNrZXI%3D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WYdZmDa8qGtrPuhMx-g55GOBPCGUR7M0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WYdZmDa8qGtrPuhMx-g55GOBPCGUR7M0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x8whdliJxP0tvW6GVC5hQp-Yp5KgjVNY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1my7IIZrWmoUMq8vkMROCn9vi7cEDvV3j/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oAnDqE3nyYbIWFdF7wktiuY8y3FDxrTr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qsrq95CNd4UBsXoe8xbUaexj-0jvawVK/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ry1Lp1ist3pOIxtHtk7clCILN5M38_TV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ry1Lp1ist3pOIxtHtk7clCILN5M38_TV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bpLK6yo5VZveZWAq0SNsMPoqT_flFeHX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wotwcjx3qqGdEA-sK5oi_uAZzI_7Oupg/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gUbdNbu6ak&pp=ygUQd2FrZSB1cCBzaGFrZSB1cA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0Jc4sP0BEE&pp=ygUYZ2VvcmdlIGFuZCB0aGUgb3JjaGVzdHJh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0Jc4sP0BEE&pp=ygUYZ2VvcmdlIGFuZCB0aGUgb3JjaGVzdHJh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvG7Bjg_Hzs&pp=ygULYmx1ZXkgbXVzaWM%3D


Listening 
topics 

Responding to music 
Carnival of the 

Animals 
 

Responding to music 
Tchaikovsky Nutcracker 

    

Pitch and 
singing 

Pitch matching 
 
Prepare: soh-mi 
 

Make conscious: soh-mi 
 
Prepare: la 

Make conscious: la 
 
 

Practice: soh-mi-la 
 
Prepare: do, re, mi 
 

Make conscious: do, 
re, mi 
 
 

Prepare: do, re, mi, soh, 
la 
 

Rhythm and 
Metre 

Practise internal 
pulse 
Prepare and make 
conscious: pulse / 

rhythm / rest 
 

Practise internal pulse 
 
Make conscious: 
crotchet / quaver  

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver 
 
Prepare: crotchet 

rest 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest 
 

Make conscious: bar 
lines  

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / bar lines  

Musical 
Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo –  fast and slow  

Technique Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression  
 

Play tuned and 
untuned percussion 
with accurate 
technique  
 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 
 

Play tuned and 
untuned percussion 
with accurate 
technique  
 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 
 

Play tuned and 
untuned percussion 
with accurate 
technique  
 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression 
 

Play tuned and 
untuned percussion 
with accurate 
technique  
 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression 
 

Play tuned and 
untuned percussion 
with accurate 
technique  
 

Resources Shakedown warmup 
Mirlitons dance 

 
 

The noisy monster 
A minor-Echo-Don’t 

worry, be happy 

Wake up shake up 
George and the 

orchestra 
Bluey’s music 

Sweet beets  
 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oAnDqE3nyYbIWFdF7wktiuY8y3FDxrTr/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBDODIWeKbE&t=5s&pp=ygUUbWlybGl0b25zIG51dGNyYWNrZXI%3D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wotwcjx3qqGdEA-sK5oi_uAZzI_7Oupg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WYdZmDa8qGtrPuhMx-g55GOBPCGUR7M0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WYdZmDa8qGtrPuhMx-g55GOBPCGUR7M0/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gUbdNbu6ak&pp=ygUQd2FrZSB1cCBzaGFrZSB1cA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0Jc4sP0BEE&pp=ygUYZ2VvcmdlIGFuZCB0aGUgb3JjaGVzdHJh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0Jc4sP0BEE&pp=ygUYZ2VvcmdlIGFuZCB0aGUgb3JjaGVzdHJh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvG7Bjg_Hzs&pp=ygULYmx1ZXkgbXVzaWM%3D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bpLK6yo5VZveZWAq0SNsMPoqT_flFeHX/view?usp=drive_link


YEAR TWO 
 

Listening 
Topics  

      

Pitch and 
singing 

Revise: do, re, mi, sol, 
la 
 
Practice: la, do, re, 

mi, sol, la 
 

Make conscious:  
Minor scale: la, ti, do, 
re, mi, fa, sol, la 
 

Practice:  
Minor scale: la, ti, 
do, re, mi, fa, sol, la 
 

Prepare: 
C major scale 
 
Make conscious: 

Major Scale: do, re, 
mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do 
 

Pitches on the 
recorder: B and A 

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A and G 

Rhythm and 
Metre 

Revise: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / bar 
lines 
 
Make conscious: 4/4 
 
Prepare: minim 

Make conscious: minim 
 
Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 
 
Prepare: semiquavers 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 
minim 
 
Make conscious: 
Semiquavers 
 
Prepare: semibreve 

Make conscious: 
semibreve  
 
Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 
minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve  
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 
/ semiquaver / 
semibreve  
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 
semiquaver / 
semibreve  
 

Musical 
Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 

slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 

slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 

slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo –  fast and slow  

Technique Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning and 
expression  
 
Play tuned and 
untuned percussion 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Sing with good 
projection, tuning 
and expression 

Recorder playing 
technique: hand 
position / rest 
position 
 
My Recorder Book: 

Recorder playing 
technique: hand 
position / rest position 
 
My Recorder Book: 
Section 1 – Pulse  



with accurate 
technique  
 

Recorder biggest 
mistakes 

       

YEAR THREE 
 
 
Listening 
Topics  

      

Pitch and 
singing 

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A, F, G, C 
and D 

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A, F, G, C 
and D  

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A, F, G, 
C and D  

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A, F, G, 
C and D  
New notes: low C 
and low D 

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A, F, G, C 
and D 
New notes: low C and 
low D 

Pitches on the 
recorder: B, A, F, G, C 
and D  
New notes: low C and 
low D 

Rhythm and 
Metre 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 

/ semiquaver / 
semibreve  
 
Make Conscious: 
Dotted minim 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 

semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 

minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
  

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 

minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 

/ semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 

semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Musical 

Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 

soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 

soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 

soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 

soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 

soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 

soft 
Tempo –  fast and slow  

Instruments Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 
position 

My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest position 
My Recorder Book: 

Section 2: Rhythm  

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 
position 

My Recorder Book: 
Section 3: Pitch 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 
position 

My Recorder Book: 
Section 4: Timbre 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 
position 

My Recorder Book: 
Section 5: Building 
repertoire 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest position 
My Recorder Book: 

Section 6: Performing 
together 



       

YEAR FOUR 
 
 
Listening 

Topics  

      

Pitch and 

singing 

Violin: G, D, A, E 

 
Flute: B 
 
Clarinet: G, E 
 
Trumpet: C 

Violin: G, D, A, E 

 
Flute: B, A 
 
Clarinet: G, E, D 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E 

Violin: First finger on 

every string  
 
Flute: B, A, G 
 
Clarinet: G, E, D 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E 

Violin: Finger 1 and 

2 on every string 
 
Flute: B, A, G, C 
 
Clarinet: G, E, D, C, F 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F 

Violin: Finger 1 and 2 

on every string 
 
Flute: B, A, G, C, E 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, G 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, G 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 and 3 

on every string 
 
Flute: B, A, G, C, E 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, G 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, G 

Rhythm and 

Metre 

Practice: crotchet / 

quaver / rest / minim 
/ semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  

 

Practice: crotchet / 

quaver / rest / minim / 
semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  

 

Practice: crotchet / 

quaver / rest / 
minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  

 
  

Practice: crotchet / 

quaver / rest / 
minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  

 
 

Practice: crotchet / 

quaver / rest / minim 
/ semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  

 
 

Practice: crotchet / 

quaver / rest / minim / 
semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  

 
 

Musical 
Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo –  fast and slow  

Instruments Choice of: violin, 
flute, clarinet or 
trumpet 
 

Taking care of the 
instrument and 
holding technique 

Choice of: violin, flute, 
clarinet or trumpet 
 
Accurate playing 

technique  

Choice of: violin, 
flute, clarinet or 
trumpet 
 

Accurate playing 
technique 

Choice of: violin, 
flute, clarinet or 
trumpet 
 

Accurate playing 
technique 

Choice of: violin, flute, 
clarinet or trumpet 
 
Accurate playing 

technique 

Choice of: violin, flute, 
clarinet or trumpet 
 
Accurate playing 

technique 



       

YEAR FIVE 
 
 
Listening 
Topics  

      

Pitch and 
singing 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 and 
3 on every string 
 

Flute: B, A, G, C, E 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, G 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, G 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 and 3 
on every string 
 

Flute: B, A, G, C, E, F 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, G, 
F# 
 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, G, 

low B/Bflat 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 
and 3 on every 
string, low 2 

 
Flute: B, A, G, C, E, F, 
Bflat 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, 
G, F# 

 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, 
G, low B/Bflat, A 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 
and 3 on every 
string, low 2 

 
Flute: B, A, G, C, E, F, 
Bflat, high D 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, 
G, F# 

 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, 
G, low B/Bflat, A 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 and 
3 on every string, low 
2 

 
Flute: B, A, G, C, E, F, 
Bflat, high D, F# 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, G, 
F# 

 
Trumpet: C, D, E, F, G, 
low B/Bflat, A 

Violin: Finger 1, 2 and 3 
on every string, low 2 
 

Flute: B, A, G, C, E, F, 
Bflat, high D, F# 
 
Clarinet: C, D, E, F, G, 
F# 
 

Trumpet: C, D, E, F, G, 
low B/Bflat, A high B/B 
flat 

Rhythm and 
Metre 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 
/ semiquaver / 
semibreve  
 
Make Conscious: 
Dotted minim 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 
semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 
minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
  

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 
minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 
/ semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 
semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Musical 
Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Tempo – fast and 
slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 

Tempo –  fast and slow  

Instruments Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest position 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest 

Recorder playing 

technique: hand 
position / rest position 



position 
My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm 

My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm  

position 
My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm 

position 
My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm 
Gamalan 

position 
My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm 
ecorder 

My Recorder Book: 
Section 2: Rhythm 
Recorder 

       

YEAR SIX 
 

 
Listening 

Topics  

Music timeline:  

Pre-History-Stone 
age  
Who invented 
music?  
  
Music has evolved 

alongside the rest of 
civilization.   
In this unit, student 
will learn how music 

was “invented”, and 
how instruments 
likely transformed 
over time, moving 
from simple 
percussion on rocks 

during the stone age, 
to more 
sophisticated 
percussion, string, 

and wind 
instruments in later 
periods of time.   

Music timeline:  

Ancient Music   
  
In this unit, students 
will learn how, as with 
most cultural matters 
in the ancient Western 

world, the Greeks were 
the artists and 
innovators, and the 
Romans were the ones 

who spread their works 
throughout the empire. 
 

Music Aptitude-

Analysing Pitch-
Melody.  
  
What is the Music 
Aptitude Test? The 
test is used by state 

secondary schools in 
the UK to select a 
percentage of their 
intake on a music 

scholarship 
program. The test 
covers pitch, 
Texture, Rhythm, 
and Melody and is 
designed to test a 

young person’s 
natural music 
aptitude.  
 

Music Aptitude-

Analysing Rhythm-
Texture.  
  
What is the Music 
Aptitude Test? The 
test is used by state 

secondary schools in 
the UK to select a 
percentage of their 
intake on a music 

scholarship 
program. The test 
covers pitch, 
Texture, Rhythm, 
and Melody and is 
designed to test a 

young person’s 
natural music 
aptitude.  
 

Musical Exploration  

  
While music 
exploration is the 
process of examining 
and being curious 
about sounds, 

rhythms and 
instruments, musical 
exploration refers to 
musicality and the 

embodiment of and 
sensitivity to music as 
a possibility for 
expression.  
  
In this unit children 

will engage, in any 
capacity, in a musical 
performance, 
whether by 

performing, by 
listening, by 
rehearsing or 

Musical exploration  

Performing together  
  
While music 
exploration is the 
process of examining 
and being curious 

about sounds, rhythms 
and instruments, 
musical exploration 
refers to musicality and 

the embodiment of and 
sensitivity to music as a 
possibility for 
expression.  
  
In this unit children will 

engage, in any capacity, 
in a musical 
performance, whether 
by performing, by 

listening, by rehearsing 
or practicing, by 
providing material for 



 practicing, by 
providing material for 
performance, or by 
dancing.   

 

performance, or by 
dancing.   
 

Pitch and 
singing 

Musical alphabet on 
the stave  

Musical alphabet on 
the stave  

Musical alphabet on 
the stave  

Musical alphabet on 
the stave  

Musical alphabet on 
the stave  

Musical alphabet on 
the stave  

Rhythm and 
Metre 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 

/ semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 

semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 

minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
  

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / 

minim / semiquaver 
/ semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim 

/ semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Practice: crotchet / 
quaver / rest / minim / 

semiquaver / 
semibreve / dotted 
minim  
 
 

Musical 
Elements 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 

slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 

slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and 

slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and 
soft 
Tempo –  fast and slow  

 

 

 



 
Repertoire  Musical Activities  Assessment  

Singing register (soh-mi; ta, ti-ti) 
Tick tock (soh-mi; ta, ti-ti) 
Can you use your singing voice? (call and 
response; soh-mi; ta, ti-ti) 
See-Saw (soh-mi; movement for pulse and 
pitch; ta, ti-ti)  
Listen listen (soh-mi; solo percussion part to 
assess individual pulse)  
Peter taps with 1 hammer (ta, ti-ti; movement 

for pulse and rhythm) 
Where from? (soh-mi; solo voice to assess pitch 
matching)  
Up like a rocket (rhyme: pulse and rhythm) 
Teddy Bear (rhyme: pulse and rhythm; ta, ti-ti) 
Engine Engine (rhyme: pulse and rhythm)  
Here Comes the Bluebird (structure) 

Experience rhythm through songs and rhymes using voices, 
movement (whole body and clapping/tapping) 
Recognise patterns aurally with thinking voice  
Observe that rhythm is the “pattern of the words”  
Walk pulse  
Walk/jog rhythms 
Tap pulse and rhythms 
Switch between pulse and rhythms  
Compose rhythms using ta and ti-ti 

Sing songs with range of pitches  
Sing in range of group size  
Sing individually  
Sing call and response songs 
Match pitch of soh-mi 
Vary soh-mi 
Recognise that soh is higher than mi 

Sing louder/softer 
Sing with different vocal timbres 
Compose songs using soh-mi 

Listen to Elephant, Swan and Kangaroo pieces from Carnival of the 
animals 
Move to music 
Recognise differences in music 

Can the student clap the 
pulse independently? 
  
Can the student clap a 
rhythm independently?  
  
Can the student match 
pitch of soh-mi melody?   

 


